Maternal directive behavior revisited.
A comparative analysis of the directives produced by mothers while interacting with young children with Down syndrome and normally developing children was conducted. The results not only replicated previous findings of increased rates of directives by mothers of children with down syndrome but also identified several qualitative differences in the types of directives produced. Mothers of mentally retarded children produced a high number of requests for their children to perform actions, requested actions that were relatively difficult, and asked their children to attend to information that was not directly related to children's current focus of attention. Results suggest that group differences in maternal directive behavior cannot be explained on the basis of children's behavior but appear to reflect differences in maternal interactive intentions.